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The title of this 
article may sound 
odd. But it has a lot 
of meaning and 
depth of thought in 
il, which you'll 
realise afler reading 
this article 


Man's tite ef 
fective wool called sci- 
ence has made him 
hypothesise that the 
universe has about 
150 billion galaxies. 
Out of these numer- 
us galaxies, one such 
galaxy is the milky 
way. ‘The milky way 
gulany as according to 
man's estimate, is 
about 100 billion 
stars, out of which one 
such star is the sun, 
“The sun is surround 
ed by 9 planets, out of 
which one such plan- 
et is the planet called 
cath anh 




















MY ADDRESS! =: 

. of w hich 
fe many countries, one such country is India. India 
has 28 states, out of which one such state is Karnata- 
ka, Karnataka state has many districts, one such dis- 
city is Govindrajanagar. Govindrajanagar has many 
houses and one such house is our house. Our house 
has 4 members and I am one among them. 
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My address does not 
end here and itis only a 
beginning. My body is 
made up of millions of 
cells and one such cell 
is made up of many cell 
organelles, The cell or- 
ganelle in tur is made 
up of many molecules. 
‘The molecule in turn is 
made up of many at- 
coms, Atom is further 
made up of 3 elements 
viz., Proton, electron 
and neutron, Further 
these particles could be 
split up to much small- 
er bits if man had had 
the required appartus. 

All could conclude 
from my search for my 
address and man’s ad- 
dress is man’s insignif- 
icant position in this 
entire universe, But at 
the same time T also ap- 
preciate this puny man's 
ultimate struggle to 
dominate over the nat- 
tural elements and estab- 
lish his supremacy. But 
to achieve this he has to 
{go miles and miles be- 
fore he gains the ulti- 
mate knowledge of both 
macroscopic and micro- 
scopie world and utilis- 
¢ it for the progress of 
mankind, 

G. Ravi, Bangalore. 


























ing Jayabalan and 
ome of his ministers 
were standing at the 


‘gates ofthe palace. They were 
there to welcome a visiting 





swam, who had come fom Aa 
2 neighbouring county. at BS 
“Is this Kalyanswamiji ww 
very famous?” the king asked 
“He isthe greatest said ~ 
Sigainasamy, the home minister. Or 
“Other swamijis only help GEE E 


individuals. Kalyanswamiji 
saves entire nations from all 
kinds of troubles.” 

“A political swamiji, no 
doubt” said Ayalaan, the 
minister for foreign affairs. 

“Hope he will notaffect our 





finances” said Varisumai, the 





finance minister, smiling broadly. 
‘You don't believe in the swamiji's 


powers?” Sigainasam asked. 





Let's wait and see” said Ayalaan. 
The 
clash of cymbals at a distance. 





‘was the sound of chanting and the 
‘What's 





that? the king asked, 


The swamijt always travels witha group 





of his followers” said Solmannan, the 
minister for publicity 
They sing as they 
travel 

The touring group 
neared the palace 
Kalyanswamijt 
and tall with lor 






hair and a beard. He was 
being carried in a palanquin 
by four muscular men. A number of 
and women dressed in dark green ro 
singing and chanting and beating drums as 
they walked behind the swamiji. 

‘The kin: wed be 
the swamiji, who raised his hands in a 











‘and his ministers 





blessing, Then they all paraded towards the 
palace 





The swamiji got down from his 


6okuTan 


palanguin and walked through the front door 
of the palace grandly. His followers scurried 
behind h 


The ki 


1 they were inside the main hall 
‘of the palace. the swamiji sat down, 
n the most comfortable sofa in the 


hall 
disciples occupied all 
the other seats 





singing at the top oftheir voices, 





nd the ministers followed meekly. 











while his 









available, thus 
forcing the king and 
his ministers to 
stand forlornly. 
‘Yes. my son 
said Kalyanswamiji, “Do you have 
any problems?" The swamiji had bushy eye 
brows, and a habit of looking at people 
sideways. his eyes darting left and right. 
King Jayabalan tumed around, looking 








1 person the swamiji had addressed. 
He stalking to you, Your Majesty” said 


Sigainasam softy. 


‘Oh, me 


the king said. “Well, Ihave a 
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backache 
problem. 
Obviously 


And 1 also have a weight 


said Varisumai in a very 





low voi 
Your 
angently 


tw his friend Ayalaan 
majesty si 
The swamijt is askin 





‘about the 
problems of our country. He doesn’t deal 








with petty complaints 








‘Ayalaan whispered to Varisurmal 
Oh, the 

well.” the king 
sid uncertainty 


M I 
speak 





majesty?" asked 


Varisurma. 


ahead 
relief, for he didn't 


‘Certainly. 20 
sid the king with gre 
know 


yything about the country. 


‘We have an acute economic problem 





here” said Varisumas. “tn simple terms, we 
have no money, We are a very poor nation 
“Se you wish to become a prosperous 





mn?" the swamiji asked. 
Among ngs’ 
ana with a broad grin 


Sol 















‘What other things?” the swamiji asked. 
It is not money that counts” said 





‘Solmannan. Ibis we who count money. But 
what ofthe treasures of the soul? Literature, 


art, music, oratory - it is these that count, 





The stroke of a brush. the seratch of a pen, 
the ting ofthe sitar and the twang of a guitar, 
the thump of the tabla." 

Do you want a thump on your head 
Solmannan?” The king asked. 
No, your Majesty” 
mumbled Solmannan. 








“Then shut up and sit 
down” the king ordered, 
hurry. 

“The arts ean flourish 
only if there is enough money in 
the treasury” said Ayalaan, 

All right, so you want tobe rich nation 
right? the swamaj asked graciously, looking 
keenly at the king 

Er. yes" the kin 





id. “Its nice to be 





‘How would you like to be the richest 
nation in the world?” 


here was a stunned silence. The 
swamiji darted amused glances at 
the king and the ministers 


‘We certainly would like that" said 
Sigainasam, showing all his teeth and his 
gums too 

“Then you shall be the richest nation in 





the world” said the swamiji grandly 
‘Are there feforms that 





you are thinking of” Varisumai asked the 
holy man, 

‘Oh. those are all tedious methods more 
suitable for ordinary mortals” said the 
-swamiji witha dismissive wave of his hand. 
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“Hope you are not suggesting that we 
should borrow from richer nations” said 
Ayalaan anxiously. 

“No, no, nothing of the sort” said 
Kalyanji."You need no one but me to make 
‘you rich. And that too within a week.” 

There were exclamations from the 
ministers. An intense murmur broke out 
among them, 

“How do we goabout it, Swamiji? asked 
Sigainasam bending almost double. 

“Just by a marriage” said the swamiji, 
looking sideways at the ministers. 

"You mean with a prince or princess from 
rich nation?” Ayalaan asked. 

'No” said Kalyanswamiji abruptly. “The 
marriage of a dog to a donkey.” 

‘The ministers were quiet for a moment. 
‘They were thinking that this could be a very 
difficult philosophical concept beyond their 
understanding. 

“This is too deep for us, Swami” said 
igainasam with his hands clasped together 
as if in prayer. 

“What could be simpler than a dog and 
an ass?” the swamiji said smiling. 

“You... you mean .. adog and a donkey 
literally?” Sigainasam exclaimed. 

“Ofcourse” said the swamiji. “Geta dog 
and a donkey ready. 1 will perform the 

At the funeral of arich man an old man 
was weeping 

“Are you a close relative?” a visitor 
asked. 

“No” said the old man. “That is tehy 1 
cam woeping!” 

-Nantarak Mogral, Kerala 











we 


marriage ceremony, and within a week you 
will be the richest nation in the world. You 
will have to pay me a fee for this of course.” 

“Of course” said the king. 

“In advance” said the swamiji, 

“OF course” suid Sigainasam. 

“1-don't know about our country” said 
‘Ayalaan to Varisumai in a whisper, “but the 
swamij is going to become rie 

“Nery rich” Varisumai whispered back, 

Get the dog and the donkey cleaned up 
= a thorough bath and towelling. Have 
garlands and sandal paste and flowers ready. 
“Meanwhile my disciples and I would live to 
rest.” 

“The guest house is ready, Swami” said 
Sigainasam. The swamiji and his followers 
retired from the scene, 


‘soon as the swamiji had gone off 
anexcited murmur broke out among 
the ministers. 

“Just imagine! The richest nation in the 
world!” said Sigainasam. 

“Lam not too sure about that” said 
Varisumai. “What is the basis on which 
wealth can be generated?” 

“The swamiji is a miracle worker” said 
Sigainasam angrily. “And he is offering a 
miracle for us. It is unwise to look a gift 
horse in the mouth.” * 

“Ora gift ass” said Ayalaan drily, 

“The swamiji has claimed quite a fat 
fee!” Varisumai said, “And then there is the 








“Looking a gift horse in the mouth’ is 
‘a proverb which means being too 
critical of what one has received as a 
gilt. The condition of a horse's teeth 
1s a good indication of its age. It a 
‘man is offered a horse for nothing, he 
should not examine its teeth too 
closely before accepting it. 
















feeding of the erowd 
that has come with 
him, All this is going 
to be very exp 





“Once we have met these expenses, we 
will be very rich, don’t you understand” said 
Sigainasam. 

“Anyway, arrange for a dog and a 
donkey, and we'll see what happens” the 
king said. 

‘The next day donkey and a dog were 
selected and brought to the palace. A bath 
‘was arranged for them, But the two animals 
didn't seem to be too keen on the idea, A 





palace attendant was bitten by the dog, and 
the donkey dirtied the place repeatedly. But 
finally the palace attendants managed to 
wash, dry and brush the unwilling animals 
‘A huge shamiana was put up in the palace 
grounds, and the dog 
the donkey were 
placed on the dais that 
was bedecked with 
flowers, The wo animals 
‘were garlanded, sprinkled with rose 
water and daubed with sandal paste, 





The king and his ministers 
‘occupied the front row, and 
impatiently for the 
rival of the swamiji, who 





had already been paid his 
huge fee. 
Meanwhile the donkey 
started eating its garland 
When it had finished that 
completely, it started 
nibbling at the dog's 
garland, That animal bit the 
‘donkey's ear. Where upon 











the donkey, an impartial 
sunimal started kickin 
‘everything within reach, 
Phere was pandemonium 

as people scattered and ran 
fs the donkey proved what a 
deadly weapon his hind legs 
were. King Jayabalan led his 
ministers in a hundred yard 
dash with a nimbleness that belied his bulk 
and his 
The dog and the donkey rushed out too, 
aying and barking loudly. They were not 
seen after that, Nor was the swam 

Jayabalpore continues to be a poor 
nation, 














= Janakan 
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(APPS KUKU in 











® THE CR) 
THEY COMMITED. 








WHAT 1S 
THAT 2, 


AWA ARE 
KEPT BEMIND 
BARS, FOR 
Humans To 
SEE AND ENSOY! 





DID THOSE ANIMALS 
Commit ANY CRIME B 


AUMANS ARE 
A CRAZY AND 
UNFAIR.LOT- 
THEY KEEP 
UMANG BEWIND 
PEARS FOR 
"PUNISHMENT 
AND KEEP 
ANIMALE 
BEWIND BARS 
FOR THEIR 
SELFISH 
ENSoyMENT! 
































I spec 1 fas 1 become a Shalt 
Express! Please help! 
ithya Vijay, Palakkad (Ke 

Dear Nithya, 

Look at the positive side first It means 
your mind is agile and is able 10 work fast, 
Now the minus side is that if you speak 
too fast you may not impress the person 
whom you are talking to, 

Most of what you say will go over his / 
her head without being comprehended 
Also there is a difference between 
talking too much a talking fast, People who 
talk too much usually have nothing much 
to say, So you must record what you are 
saying, replay and listen to yourself. Then 
you will Know where you are going wrong. 
Remember, conversation is an art, You 
allow the other person to react to your 
words and build upon that, in a way 
‘mutually beneficial and interesting. On the 
other hand chatter is just waste of time, 
The best way to overcome your problem 
is to practise the art of conversation with 
your best friend or your mother and allow 
them to correct you and erie 
hhonest manner 



































There is a quarrel between my school 


Py Souls 
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Gromdma Worn 
van driver and me. He keeps scolding me 
cand blaming me for whatever happens in 
the van. Irv 10 keep calm but his bad words 
make me angry 
= R. Nitin Balajee, Chennai, 
Dear Nitin, 
Something must have happened for the 
van driver to show so much animosity 
towards you, Think about 






guess the re: 
ask him to let bygones be bygones. Inform 


hhim that you would like to ope 





you can't find any reason for his hostile 
attitude give him a bunch of flowers and 
tell him that it would be nice to discuss the 
matter, at any time convenient to both of 


wT 

































‘you. There is 

nothing like a heartto 

heart talk to solve problems 

Remember, the talk must be with an 

open mind and without any preconditions 

attached tit. Both of you must realise this. 
wee 

Tam eager to learn @ musical 
instrument especially flute, but my mother 
says I can’, beeause I don't study property 
I spoke to my father also. 

= N.Sowmya, Bangalore. 

Dear Sowmya, 

Education is important but learning an 
artis equally important. Actually learning 
toply the flute wll help you relax after 
which you can concentrate more on your 
studies and improve. Many of our top 
artistes have done well in education also 





and they hold important posts in big 
‘companies. But, actually they ear more 
by giving concerts than working for a 
salary. You must not give up but talk to 
‘your parents when they are ina good mood, 
If you are really earnest I don't think they 
will refuse, You can tell them to give you 
‘one years’ time to prove yourself and 
thereafter you will abide by whatever 
decision they take. That should surely 
sound reasonable to them, 

Once I took my sister’s watch and was 
unlucky to drop it and it broke. She is very 
upset now. It was a precious xift she 
received when she stood first in her class. 
What am 110 do? 

= Ankila Ghosh, Port Blair. 

Dear Ankila, 

‘Naturally your sister is upset. Go to her, 
tell her that you are sorry and that you will 
make up for your carelessness, Promise her 
that you will buy hera new watch someday. 
Right now, part with some gift which you 
yourself have received and which you 
‘consider precious. Offer it to her with a 
sisterly kiss. I'm sure she'll accept your 
apology and start loving you once again. 

Love, 
Grandma Worm, 




















rundhati... Arundhati! 
Where are you, child?” 
her mother called out 

“The cows have to be milked 
have you fed them?” Devahuti 
asked again. 

Arundhati jumped down 
from the stone, outside the 
classroom window on which 
she stood tiptoe listening to 
the day's lessons and ran 
towards her mother. Girls 
were not allowed into the 
classroom where her 
father, Kardama taught 
the boys. 

“Where were you, 
child?” aske: 
mother again. 
have been 


"A 


looking all over for 
you.” 

Arundhati did 
not answer. She 
was lost in her world. 

“She was at the cottage where 
the class was in session,” said 
Arundhati’s father, who had 
followed her. He smiled as he 
looked at his daughter. Kardama 
was a guru (teacher) who taught the 
sacred Vedas and Puranas. 

“Not again,” scolded her mother, 
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D 


“you are to be married next week. 
How would you manage the house 
if you don't learn the house work?" 

“| know all the house work, 
Mother,” replied Arundhati with a 


smile. “It is not difficult running a 
house.” She then added with a far 
away look, “Father's lessons are so 
much more interesting. | want to 


learn those.” 

“Father's lessons!" scoffed her 
mother. “Those are not for girls.” 

“Ofcourse they are,” Arundhati 
said agitatedly and then continuing 
more softly said, “today he was 
explaining the Ardhanari concept of 
Uma Maheshwaran from Shiva 
Puranam, whereby Shiva 
acknowledged Parvati as his 
Ardhangini or equal partner. Isn't 
that wonderful, Mother? God 
himself has taught us the Dharma 
of the man-woman relationship!” 

Her father laughed as he patted 
her on the head, and Arundhati ran 


to attend to the cows. 
A A fourteen-year-old, sprightly 

young girl. She loved learning 
under her father's tutelage where 


rundhati was always like this. 


Mythology 


far and near and full preparations 
were going on for the ensuing 
wedding, The smell of incense, 
sandalwood paste and vermilion 
filed the air, Flowers and fruits were 
in plenty. 

"Come and see your wedding 
dress," called out her sisters. “Isn't 
itbeautiful? You will look like a fairy 
in this.” Arundhati was the seventh 


<a> 
The smell of incense, 
sandalwood paste and 
vermilion filled the air, 
Flowers and fruits were in 
plenty. 


$< 


daughter of her parents. Her 
martied elder sisters were all very 
affectionate and indulgent towards 
her. 

‘Arundhati spent some time with 
them and then, catching hold of her 
younger sister, who was just eight 
years old, slipped out of the cottage. 





ANGINI 


the young boys of the gurukul 
assembled, When her father recited 
the Vedas in a musical tone and 
explained their meaning, she felt as 
though she was being transported 
to another world. 

Arundhati joined her sisters in 
the cottage meant for residential 
purposes. Relatives had come from 


Both of them wore the same ochre- 
coloured robes of the rishi family's 
children, Their long, black hair was 
coiled in a bun on top of their heads 
and they wore no ornaments, 


ofa fairly large area of verdant 


T heir cottage was in the midst 
trees 


abundance. Shady 
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spread out their 
branches which swayed 
in the cool breeze. Beautiful 
flowers spread their scent in slow, 
mild waves which wafted towards 
them, Around the cottages, spotted 
ee 
Arundhati loved her han 
What happy moments she 
had spent in this paradis 
—— 
deer lifted their heads at the sound 
of feet and then ran towards the 
girls to nibble at the grass held out 
to them. The birds sang with full 
gusto, merrily orchestrating their 
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tunes to the discovery of nature - 
ripe fruits and berries, which were 
aplenty. Only the river Yamuna 
flowed mildly like a coy bride. 
Arundhati and her litle sister stood 
near it to feed the swans. 
‘Arundhati loved her home. What 
happy moments she had spent in 
this paradise! Like her sisters, 
‘Arundhati too, would leave all these 
soon. She looked around once 
again. The school was slightly away 
from their cottage, with the 
residential portions for the students 
nearby. How often had she and her 









dear father walked down the narrow 
pathway together! 

“There you are!” Devahuti was 
near her. “You haven't eaten 
anything, child. Aren't you 
hungry? Come, I'l serve you.” She 
lovingly led her daughter towards 
the house. 

‘Mother, dear mother! | am 
going to miss you,’ Arundhati 
thought to herself as she followed 
her mother. She felt a choking 
feeling in her throat and her eyes 
were moist with tears. 


he following week, Arundhati 
T was married to Vasistha, who 
was a great rishi and a very 
learned man. Arundhati always 
respected intelligence and scholarly 
pursuits above everything else. 
Therefore, it was no surprise that 
she was attracted to him. 
She loved her husband and was 
a very good wife. Vasistha too, 
loved his wife dearly, They never 
ee et en ee 
She kept her house 


very clean, attended to 
# the cows and plants, and 








cooked delicious meals. 
| een eee 
quarrelied with each other. She 
kept her house very clean, 
attended to the cows and plants, 
and cooked delicious meals. 
_ Life in the ashram was calm 
and peaceful, with simplicity 
as the basis of their existence. 
‘One day, Arundhati sat near her 
husband, after their evening 
prayers, “Can | join your class when 
you teach your students?” she 

asked hesitantly. 

Vasistha laughed, “Yes, of 
course,” he replied, “I've heard 
about your interest in studies.” 

So every day, Arundhati quickly 
finished her household chores to 
join her husband in class. Vasistha 
was a great exponent of the three 
Vedas - Rig, Yajurand Sama anda 
number of students attended his 
gurukul., Arundhati not only learnt 
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the Vedas by heart but also 
comprehended them. 


ne day, Vasistha explained 

Dharmatohis students. “Purity 

of thought and action and 
goodwill towards everyone is an 
essential part of Dharma.” he 
explained. “May | continue the 
lesson from here?” entreated 
Arundhati 

Vasistha was amused but 
agreed readily. Arundhati began 
after taking the teacher's blessings. 

“Pride and vanity should be 
shunned and humility praised,” she 
explained. “Might cannot be right 
because, while ‘might’ can be 
conquered, ‘right’ is the Eternal 
Truth. That is the essence of 
Dharma,” she concluded. 

Vasistha was taken aback by 
Arundhati's clear perception, yet 
pleased with her ability. That day, 
the students were very happy. They 
liked Arundhati's explanation of 
Dharma too. 

“1 am proud of you, my dear.” 
Vasistha said in an admiring tone. 
“Now you are truly my Ardhangini 


You can help me in the class as 
well.” 

Arundhati felt a little shy at her 
husband - such a learned master 
praising her, but wasn't that too a 
sign of his humility? 


constellation Saptarishi (Ursa 

Major) represents both 
Vasistha and Arundhati. In death as 
in life, Arundhati remains his 
Ardhangini. 

In India, even now, when a Hindu 
marriage takes place, the bride and 
bridegroom look at that star and 
pray for the same kind of love and 
happiness between them. A love, 
where Arundhati was in every 
sense the Ardhangini of Vasistha. 


—Thangam Krishnan 


T hey say that the sixth starin the 


From the book 
*A Mythological Mosai 
Published by Madhuban 
Educational Books, 
376, Masjid Road, Jangpura, 
New Delhi - 110 014, 
Price Rs.A0/- 




















‘Teacher : What is a comet? 
Student : A star with a tail! 
Teacher : Arun! Why are you 

yawning in the class? Can you name a 

star with a tall 
‘Arun : Yes ma'am, Mickey Mouse! 

V. Deepa, V.V.V. School, 
Chennai 


















CREATIVE CORNER 


You can make a Speed boat 
which will really move with a cer- 
tain amount of force while float- 
ing in your bath tub. 

You need : 

An empty match box, 

A reed from a broom 
stick, 

A thin rubber 
band, 

A small 
piece of thick 
card board. 

Method : 

Break the broom stick re 
portions of required lei 
two pieces into either side of the match 
box, carefully between 
the drawer and its out 
er cover, without 








damaging the match 
box, so that the 
reeds are firmly in 

place. Place the 

thin rubber band over 
the two reeds so that there is a ce! 
amount of tension but not too much as tub and release the card board. It will 
to break the reeds. Now insert the tiny rotate fast and the boat will move for- 
piece of thick cardboard between the ward! 

two strands of the rubber band and = J. Paul Praveen, Std, VIII D, 
wind up so that the rubber band Mani HSS, Papanaickenpalayam, 
twisted. Float the boat over water in a Coimbatore. 














“Judge = What is your name? 
‘Accused : Sparks 
Judge : What are you? 
Accused : An electrician 
Judge : What is the charge? 
‘ccused : Battery 
ude : | sentence you to one month in a 
ry cal! 
=R. Arvind, age 16, Vijaya College, 
Bangalore-4 














AKBAR AND BIRBAL 


0": day Akbar asked his 
courtiers, "Which is the most 
beautiful flower is the world?’ 

“Rose” said one, 

“Lotus” answered another 

“Jasmine” replied the third, and 
soon, 

When it was Birbal's turn, he 
said, "Your Majesty, the cotton 
flower is the fairest of them all.” 

All the courtiers laughed at this. 


PPA atest 
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But Akbar was curious. "Why do 
you say so?" he asked. "The cot- 
ton flower has no colour or smell," 

"True, your Majesty!" said Birbal 
But only from the cotton pod de 
we make such beautiful, colourful 
clothing and it lasts for so many 
months, unlike other flowers which 
fade away in a matter of days.” 
Akbar praised Birbal for his wis- 





dom. 


The counters felt jealous. One 
of them wanting to hurt Birbal, got 
up and after salaming Akbar said, 
“Your Majesty! Birbal has an expla- 
nation for everything! But can he 
explain why he is so dark while the 
rest of us here in court are so fair?” 

Everyone in the court was 


shocked at this rude 
remark, except Akbar and 
Birbal. Akbar hid a smile and 
turned towards Birbal and 
said, "Perhaps you would like 
to answer our fair skinned 
courtier's question!" 

Birbal rose and after bow- 
ing to the king replied as fol- 
lows in all seriousness: 

‘When God created man, 
he decided to give him a 
choice of three boons. Each 
person he created could opt 
for a fair and beautiful appear- 
ance, or wealth, or intelli- 


GOD 
GIVEN 
GIFTS? 


gence. While God created 
man, God's assistants distrib- 
uted these gifts and each 
{Person went and collected 

what he wanted at that par- 
ticular section. | opted for intelli- 
gence got it as a boon and was sent 
to earth to be born here, | do not 
know what my good friends here 
opted for. 

Listening to this, the courtiers 
hung their heads in shame and 
Akbar with great difficulty avoided 
iaughing at their predicament. 

Janhavi Sridhar, 

St. Theresa Girls Hr. Sec. 
School, Chennai. 
coKuL 
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the following ult hidden in each of 


Spot them wathin ne oes C2 
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Ey eatin fve minutes? 
Ans, Mango 7d 822 @ mares 
1. He four v7 
his wit un hs heme ney 
Pierre the tran wich runs between 2. One dan iy alter 
Delhi and Lahore ofits proy, 72 0100 an ana 
2. Which is the largest OfoUP of 3. The crook onda 
pyramids? armed with a gun oe MS es 
a, ren sthe lagostamona ne 4. Add a ton tf cape, 
tne world? 5. She tola her nfo gets 
8. We nated most ey Was 












Shen Khan Sen’ started? 
who was the first cnlet Justice of 





chilaron oUt help 

as "ach 

uch ak yea oF these 
can, 





























india? 7.1 
g._inore is the heasauartrs of MP cousin, 2° UMW, | shall mis 
Western Railway? to es Peslors ina om 
7, Wealth tanguege oven PY buy picture poste Paster tour 
people of Goa? ae “fa pastcaras, * 
peop the longest worn tne wane im act swt, 22 Anger mi 
‘and what is its length? 10. The be ne 
ates the pink ety of la? leading tor sent MO Out his cap, 





9. wih indoor game scaled 8° The 

King and King’s Game"? 
_p Uthara Priyadharshini, Sie vA, 
cv Ashok Nagar, Chennal: 























‘The folowing proverbs have got mrixed up, 50 that their first ang second 
halves do not match. Can You ogre each proverb completely and correctly? 


“The early bird gathers no MOSS 
2, An apple a day makes Jacks dul boy. 
3, Allwork and no play catches the worm. 
4, Arolling stone saves NIN 

5. Astitch in time Keeps the doctor away: 









_-Suryakumari Dennison: 
Bangalore. 
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Ask 
For the 
think of 





















Double the answer, 
Subtract eight trom the total 
Divide by two, 

‘Subtract the number Originally thought 
of 







JNo# Youcan surprise him by giving the 
final answer which is 16 


















NATIONAL NAMES oF 
















example 
NATIONS Number thought o 1 
120-31 
meting gos | Bahar 
name of those natn eae 
Alghanistan Divide by 2 = a7 
Austria Subtract ‘Original no. = 27. 44 16 
Bangladesh nis iol goodter ary nto at 
Bhutan You trend tino 
cha “Abhishek H. Nair, Chandrapur 
Egypt (Please provide full, address) 
Inca 
Japan 





Russia 






Spurious a. Ful of vigour 












WwW 2. Equable b.Abusive oy juage addressed 
TEASER PREVIE! 7 Cea 
4 a LIAR are you S-Ataviste 6. Wandering thom oP 
fhat kind of Standard) 
en developed aropuaion | fg Doctrine 
i jevelof 5, * 
Have | | & Verano. Stong snd abe 
b.Are paricasaformed? J-Aberrant 9. Not genuine 
6. Gonna be ngs ot | | 8 Obboaty F Unasntay amusingly 
G.ANays ie? simple 
fe. Suller 8. Dogma i. Pertaining to a recurrent 
scence? ey ancestral wat 
nel vicious ett (18 Doth Shared by three partes 


HS. Srinivas, 








“P Uthara Priyadharshini, Sta, via, 
10k Chennai 


KV. Kamptee, Nagpur 
_ KV. Ashok Naga 
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- January, T had 
said that one of 
the ways of impro- 
ving your listening 
skills isto record the 
news and listen to it 
over and over again 
{ill you have under 
stood everything. Did 
you try it? If you did, did 
You enjoy listening to the same 
thing repeatedly? When you found it 
difficult to understand something, w' 
did you do? Did you ask your friends 
‘or your parents to help you? Or did you, 
after listening to the news only once, 
say to yourself, "Tam not going to listen 





















study hard", “Juhi, you must 

put your shoes, “Achala why 

can't you lean to be a little more 
careful” 








Listening lois 


to this boring stuff 
again"? If you did 
that, then let me tell 
‘you that you are not 
‘alone. Lots of people give up very 
quickly. Not many people are willing 
tolisten to the same thing over and over 
again, But that is what you need to do 
in order to improve your listening 
skills 











Not many people are willing 
{o listen to the same thing 
over and ove 











Do you like listening to the same 
thing repeatedly? Our parents 
sometimes tell us the same thing over 
and over again, "Rajesh, you must 


Pana 
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your paren- 
ts chant this 
particular 


‘on, When 


mantra, 
what is it that you say in reply? 
‘Amma, please, how many times will 
you keep saying that", or 
please stop saying the same 
and over again”, The point is that we 
get tired of listening to the same thing 
‘over and over again - whether it be our 


De cee 
Bune 
SHEER 

















one thing however 
that we enjoy 
listening to 
repeatedly. Can 
you guess what 
it is? It is 





USE YOUR NOODLE - 1) 





music. We don't mind listening to the 
same song over and over again. Then 
why not use English songs to improve 
your listening skills? What would you 
prefer to listen to? Songs or the news? 

Why Songs? 

Think about it. When you began to 
learn English in school what was the 
first thing you were taught? Do you 

We don't remember the prose 
ons that we read in the 
first or second standard, but 
we remember the nursery 
rhymes we learnt in lower and 
upper kindergarten. 

















remember? Was it the letters of the 
g else? It 


alphabet? Or was it somethi 
was something else, wasn't 
began learning English by chanting 
nursery rhymes. Ba Ba Black Sheep. 
Jack and Jill, Ding Dong Bell, Mary 
had a Little Lamb, etc. We listened to 
and sang these rhymes over and over 





again; and we had a lot of fun learning 
them, didn’t we? And we learnt them 
well. If L were to wake you up in the 
middle of the night and say, "Jack and 
Jill", without blinking an eye, you 
‘would probably say, "went up the hill” 
You learnt the rhyme years ago, but you 
still remember it. Do you 

remember the first 

prose lesson that 

you were taught? 











Probably not. 
many of us 
remember the 


prose lessons that 


‘we read in the first or second standard, 
but we remember the nursery rhymes 
we learnt in lower and upper 
kindergarten, Similarly, we have no 
problems remembering the lines of 
songs we heard long ago; and what's 
more we enjoy listening to old as well 
as new songs. Since we don't seem to 
mind listening to songs over and over 
again, why don’t we just 

use songs to improve 

our listening skills? 
Better than 
listening tothe 








same news 


isn't it? 
I know what you are going to say. 


“L listen to English songs, but I find it 
difficult to understand the words". Let 
me ask you something, when you listen 
to a song in your mother tongue, are 
you able to make out all the words the 
first time you listen to it? No? Then 
how do you expect to make out all the 
‘words of an English song the first time 
you listen to it? In order to understand 
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the words, you need to listen to the song 
several times, And let me assure you 
that listening to songs will be easier 
than listening to the news over and over 
again. 

What kind of songs? 

‘What kind of songs should we listen 
to? You should begin by listening to 
songs that are slow and where the 
singer's voice is clear. Forget all those 
fast songs that are played on MTV and 








Listen to it again and write 
down the words that you were 
able to understand. Keep 
listening till you have made out 
most of the words of the song. 








‘Channel V. Some of them are sung so 
fast that even native speakers find it 
difficult to understand the words. If you 
don't understand the words of a song 
the first time you listen to it, don't 
become discouraged. Listen to it again 
‘and write down the words that you were 
able to understand, Keep listening till 





you have made out most of the words 
of the song. If you are unable to 
understand some or even most of the 
words don't worry too much about it - 
ask your friends or parents to help. If 
‘you have internet facility at home then 
‘you could go to any of the sites that 
give you the lyrics to songs. 
(www lyrics.com is one such site). 
Then all you have to do is download 
the lyrics of the song and compare it 
with what you have written down. But 
here is something that you should not 
do: you should not download the lyrics 
before listening to the song. That would 
be plain cheating! Initially, you may find 
it difficult to understand songs. But as 
you continue listening to them, they 
become easier to understand. What is 
more, songs are easier to listen to than 
news! When you come to know the 
words, sing the song. By doing this you 
will learn about the “beat” of the 
English language. More about that 
later. Happy singing. 





S. Upendran 











Son : Mom! My stomach is 
hurting. 

Mother : That's because its 
‘empty. Have some tea. You'll be 
alright when you get some thing 
into it. 

Father : | have a terrible 
headache . 

Son : That's because its emply. 
You'll be alright when you have 
something in it! 

- Vandana G. Kenny, Goa 
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Name : A. Deepa 
Age : 12 
Address : 19. Jain Nagar 4th Street, Valasaravakkam, 

Chennai - 600 087. 
Hobbies : Playing shuttle, writing letters, drawing and reading, 


Name : Shraddha Narayanan 
16 
Address : R-201, Greater Kailash-1, New Delhi - 110 048. 


Hobbies : Out door reading and _> 






























Address : Std. XILC, Brindavan Publi 
School, Wellington Bazaar P.O. 
Coonoor, Nilgiris - 643 232. 

Hobbies : g. modelling 
playing pool and snooker and surfi 











the internet 


Name :T. Praveen 

Age : 12 

Address : 25, 21st Cross Street. Avvi 
Nagar, Lawspet, Pondicherry = 605 
008. 

Hobbies : Playin 





cricket 
reading and stamp collection. 


Name : B. Latith: 
Lakshmi 
Age: 14 


Address: 27. Velan Nagar. 
Dharapuram Road, Udumalpet, 
Coimbatore Dt. 

Hobbies: Reading, listening to music 
gardening, cycling and making friends. 


Name : N.S, Sushma 

Age: 14 

‘Address : 7-17, Indira Gandhi Road, 
Fairlands, Salem - 636 016, 

Hobbies : Drawing, chatting, singin 
readin, ng TV. and stamp 
collection 








Name : Swati Rao 

Age: 13 

Address : C/o Commander C.B. Rao, 
NAL. LN.S. Rajali, Arakkonam - 631001 

Hobbies : Reading, listening to music 
and writing letters. 





Name : Dipti A. Pimpatkhare 
Age : 13 





‘Doctor: How did you getso bod injured? 
Patient: My false teeth fll off the second 
floor of the building 
Doctor: 50? Why should you get hurt? 
Patient: | was sill wearing them! 
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Address : 11, Rachana Society, G.V. 
‘Scheme, Road 2, Mulund East, Mumbai 
= 400 081 

Hobbies : Drawing, Playing table 
tennis, reading quiz books. 


Name : Raj Shekhar 
Age : 16 

Address : B-360, Sector - 19, Noida 
P) 201 301 

Hobbies : Playing cricket, reading 
science and mathematics books and 
listening to classical music, 








Name : K. Karthik 
Age: 18 
Address : C2. Ill Floor, Venkata 
Balaji Towers, Jammichettu Road, 
Vijayawada - 520 010. 
Hobbies : Reading, 
aand making friends. 


seeing movies 


Name : Anitha 

Age: 14 

Adress : Plot 7, Door 7, Rajalakshmi 
Nagar, First Main Road, Velachery, 
Chennai - 600 042. 

Hobbies : Reading, Playing Video 
games, basket ball, watching T.V., 
listening to music and making friends, 








Name : Rahul Natarajan 

Age : 12 

Address : KS/I, Apts. Shopping: 
Centre, Sector 15/16, Vashi, Navi 
‘Mumbai - 400 703, 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, playing, 
surfing and chatting in the net. 





Name : S. Shekhar 
Age: 15 
Address :25 





Vidyaranya Apt., 1063, 


Trichy Road, Ramanathapuram, 
Coimbatore - 641 045. 

Hobbies : Reading, playing cricket, 
‘making friends and chatting. 


Name : Namrata S. Ghadi 

Age : 15 

Address : A/21, Pavitra Co. op. 
society, Ovahi Pada, Darisar (East) 
Mumbai - 400 068, 

Hobbies : Painting. net surfing, 
reading Gokulam, cycling. travelling and. 
‘making friends. 





Name : Rajani Chandrasekhar 

Age: I 

Address : 13/8, Balaji Nagar. Street, 
Royapettah, Chennai - 600 014, 

Hobbies : Listening to music, reading 
books, drawing and stamp collection. 


Name ; Brijesh Shetty 

Age: 14 

Address : Baninguri House, Nelkala 
Road, Anangoor, Kasargod, Kerala -671 
121 

Hobbies : Stamp collection, reading 
books, painting, cycling, collecting 
pictures 





Name : Ramanathan Lakshmanan 
Age: 15 
‘Address : C/o L. Meenakshi, RO. Box 
26106, Manama, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf 
Hobbies : Reading, painting, listening 
to music, playing video games and 
collecting coins. 





Name : Arathy S. Das, 

Age : 13 

‘Address : “Ayshwarya’, 100 ft. New 
Maalampuzha Road, Sekharipuram (PO). 





Ti Race omen OL Oe Oe 
conus be Egos Remy neue 


FORMIV 
LPeeapalcn Oem 
eso Rar — Moni 





Palakkad 678 010. 

Hobbies : Chatting, hearing music, 
gardening, watching T.V, reading 
mystery stories and painting. 


Name : Keshay V. Gaikurad 

Age: 15 

‘Address : 186, 17th Cross, 8th Main 
Road, Malleswaram, Bangalore ~ 560 
055. 

Hobbies : Playing cricket, drawing, 
listening to music and surfing the net. 





Address : 436/1, Railway quarters, 
Chitkalguda, Secunderabad. 





Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 
playing cricket, cycling 
and drawing. 
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IN THE WILD 
eopards are —_found 
throughout Africa and the 


L southern and eastern parts of 


Asia, including India. In India they 
‘occur everywhere, literally from 
Kashmir to Kanyakumari. Their 
favourite haunts are dense rain 
forests and jungles, but they show 
great adaptability to various climatic 
conditions. If given sufficient cover 
in which to hide and catch their prey, 
they can even live in deserts. 

A typical leopard from India is a 
sleek, short-haired animal with 
brownish yellow coat marked 
with flower-like black spots. 
However there are 


considerable 
colour variations. 
Leopards from 







desert areas are sandy yellow while 
those from Kashmir have greyish 
buff-coloured coats. 

Leopards are slightly smaller 
than lions and tigers. An adult male 
may be 8 feet long which includes 
3 feet of tail, Females are smaller. 

A leopard will eat almost 
anything that moves - from beetles 
to antelopes, sometimes even 
animals larger than itself. The 
young and old leopards prefer 
smaller prey, while a leopard in its 
prime will hunt bigger animals. 


OF 


Leopards can also turn into 
fearsome man-eaters. During the 
colonial period, when our forests 
were devastated by British forestry 
operations and wildlife massacred 






a Pu_e— 
by trigger-happy white “sportsmen’ 
the leopard found both its living 
space and prey much in short 
supply. No wonder it was forced to 
hunt man, It particularly proved to 
be a big nuisance in the Kumaon 
area, where a single animal, which 
gained notoriety as the man-eating 
leopard of Rudraprayag, is said to 
have eaten more than 500 people 
most of them pilgrims on the 
‘Badrinath-Kedarnath route - before 

itwas finally killed by Jim Corbett. 
he key to 
the leo- 
pard's 





success lies in its hunting method. 
Since it is better camouflaged than 
the lion and the tiger, the leopard 
seems to be a better hunter. Its 


method of hunting is more or less 
the same as that of the other big 
cats, that is, stalking the prey. 
Leopards always hunt alone. A 
trick often employed by the 
leopard is to lie on a branch of a 
tree waiting for a prey to pass 
beneath and then to drop on it and 
kill it. Langur monkeys are 
favourite prey of leopards. The 
langurs too hold the spotted cat 
as their worst enemy, for the 
safety of high branches is no 
safety against this marauder 
which is as agile a tree-climber as 
any langur. Many times, the 
leopard has hardly to take the 
trouble of climbing a tree to catch 
SoxuLaM 
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langurs. All that it has to do is to 
walk up to a tree on which langurs. 
have taken refuge and grow! and 
roar and lash its tail as hard as it 
can, The terrified langurs leap 
about and chatter in fear atop the 
tree and inevitably, in their 
excitement and fear, one of them 
misses its step and falls headlong 
into the mouth of the leopard. 
The leopard often drags its kill 







and climbs to the fork of a tree 
where it can enjoy a meal 
undisturbed by jackals, hyenas 
and other uninvited guests 
Another advantage of hauling the 
kill to a tree is that extra food can 
be hidden and the leopard can 
return to its larder later. This 
hoarding habit also explains why 
leopards hunt even when they are 


full, 
L round. The intervals at 

which they breed in the wild 
are not definitely known. In 
captivity, a leopard produced 3 
litters in 3 % years. Normally, 2 to 


eopards breed the year 
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3 cubs are born at a time. 
The cubs are born blind, Unlike 
tiger cubs, leopard cubs are very 
noisy till they are 3 months old, 
Leopard cubs seem to grow up 
faster than lion or tiger cubs. The 
mother leopard leaves her cubs 
behind and hunts. If the hunt is 
successful she fetches het 
cubs and feeds them from her 
kill. Later, when they 
are about 8 months 
old, the cubs 
accompany their 
mother when she 
is after prey. The 
father does not take much 
interest in the cubs. However, 
he stays with them and 
defends them, if 
necessary. 
Itis not known how 
Jong leopards live in the wild. One 
female in captivity lived for about 
12 years. 


he leopard has to pay a 
heavy price for being 
beautiful. Its tawny coat is 
highly valued as fur and it is 
hunted ruthlessly for it. Asio, it is 
poisoned by farmers who think 
that it kills and eats their livestock 
However an awareness is 
being created to protect wild 
animals all over the world and it 
is hoped that the “prince of cats” 
will not disappear from the face of 

the earth. 
- Velayudhan Features 

































OR 0 mo won 
IkS up 100,000 times more A 
Ik information than a computer, 
HLLY 30,000 kare of food during hs itetime. WS 
The heart pumps more than 7500 tises ZA 
‘of blood every day. 
ASI travels 160 km per hour, and is hence 
infectious, It is nec ary to cover the nose and mouth 
with a handkerchief while sneezing. 
@ Our muscles produce everyday 
@ Our bones, gram by gram are 
air conditioner and treats 
every day, the equivalent 
of air enclosed in a small 

























room 

= M.A. Masjid, Age 

17, Hyderabad . 

# At 6, Bhagyanath 

of Thiruvananthapuram is 

the youngest magician 

in India. He has his 

own troupe and a 
website! 

= Suresh K. Anjum 
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he world’s most famous 
comedian? 
Charlie Chaplin ofcourse! 
‘The uniqueness of his roles 
is that he not only made the audience laugh 
‘endlessly but also gave them a lot of food 
for thought 
He was known in various countries 
under various names like Charlot, Carlino 
and Carlos, but the message he delivered 
‘was the same and the affection of the fans 
towards him was equal all over the 


world. 
in London on April 16, 1889, to 


G parents who were music hall 


artists. They were poor and expected 





harles Spencer Chaplin was born 
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Chaplin 100 to act even at a very young. 
age in order to earn money. He was taught 
to dance even before he could walk 
properly! 

In a way it was a boon, for Chapli 





parents died early and he became an 
orphan child, To ear a living he took to 


acting, His brother Sid, was already acting 
inthe Fred Karno Company and he invited 
Charlie to join him, ‘The brothers acted in 


many humorous plays. 
tothe children’s auto race, outside 
Los Angeles, with a dummy 


‘camera and asked him to create laughs as 





ne day, the company sent Chaplin 





Sah! 5 


publicity stunt. For this act, he 
wore a pair of baggy pants and 
huge size 14 shoes the right one 
con his left foot and vice versa. A 
tight fitting coat, a bowler hat 
which didn’t quite fit, a bamboo 
cane and a tooth brush moustache 
completed the special attire! 

He created such hilarity that 
his fame shot up instantly and was 
Jong lasting - perhaps eternal. He 
wore the same costume in all his 























movies during the next 25 


he role ofthe tramp that 
he took in “The Kid", 
one of his very 


successful movies, stuck to him 
and he was called the “little 
tramp" for several years to come, 
‘Modern Times,” “Lime light 
and the "Great Dictator” are some 
of his other memorable movies, 

In the “Great Dictator” He 
smocked Hitler thus banishing fea 









among the public and creating 
self confidence during the second 
world war 


uring later years Charlie 
Ja[] a] Chaplin also made some 
BD) excat serious movies but 


he will be remembered in movie 
history as the most outstanding 
comedian of the silent movie days 
and also the ‘talkie 
‘Chaplin died in 1977, at the 
age of 88, but the messages that 
he gave the world, couched in 
humour will live on for ever, for 
they are eternal truths. 
+ Greeshma Gopinath, 
Age 14, St. Felix H.S., Pune. 
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Petpals: 


1 he Prakash family led a busy 


life. Both Mr. and Mrs. Prakash 
were employed. They had wo 
daughters Tharanya and Saranya. They 
studied hard and were looking forward 
tothe Christmas holidays. 


One day SD 
when they took 





some time off 
from studies to d 
their 
TV 












“Its going to rain” said Saranya. 
No sooner had she uttered these 


words than a heavy down pour 
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heard scratchi 


Wan nn 





followed the sound of thunder 


How cold itis! 
‘Mummy, may I have my sweater?” 


said Tharanya. 


Before mother could reply they 
the front door and 











Tharanya went up to the door and 





opened it a wee bit, to see a cat all 
drenched and shivering. 





‘You poor thing” she said and 
before she could make up her mind as 
to how to handle the situation, the cat 
walked thre of the door 
kept ajar 

It shook itself to sprinkle rain water 












MORE 
MORE TROUBLE! 


became very bold and started 


‘on the carpet, jumped onto the sofa and 
curled up for warmth, 
“You naughty cat! who invited you 
here?” asked mother, amazed and 
angry at the same time, 

“Oh, Mama, please let it stay and 
don’t scold it” pleaded Tharanya, 

“Its natural that it should seek 
shelter like this; its so cold, outside” 
said Saran 















right; we'll let it stay tll 
iid mom, half heartedly 





y the next morning the 
Sisters and the cat had 
become great friends and 

they could not even think of being 
separated from it. They argued, 
cried and pleaded with their parents 
that finally Mr and Mrs Prakash 
had to agree. 

The sisters named it “Kitt” and 
had such a great time with it that 
they even forgot to see their 
favourite cartoons on TY. But 
they managed not to neglect thei 
studies, 

Soon Kitti grew into a big 
and beautiful cat, She also 


CATS; 





scratching and destroying the furniture 
and making the house dirty with her 
muddy paws, Mrs. Prakash felt 
disgusted and complained to her 
husband. Mr. Prakash had no other 
option but to carry the cat in a box kept 
in the back seat of his car. He drove to 
the neighbourhood, Opening the box 
he shooed Kitti away and returned 
home, The sisters were depressed, but 
the annual exams claimed theit 
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“Why do 
you say 
Egyptians 
love their 
mothers more 
than others?” 
“Because they preserve 
mummies for long!” 








a Why doesn’t 
the prime minister 
attend meetings 
before 
noon?” 

“Because he is 
PM! 


cd 





“Why is 










«$? always u 
energetic” 
Because 
°T" is always 
near by!” 
wee Why dl 
. “Why do. 
feo Sane 
NE during 
sleep?” 
“Because 
they cannot 


snore while awake!” 
R. Lakshmi, 

Age 12, National HS, 
Calcutta 
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attention and within weeks they 
‘overcame their grief, 
(_ ea 
cold wintry night they heard the 
scratching of their front door once 
again, followed by several ‘mews"! 
Remembering the past, Saranya rushed 
to the front door and opened it just a 
litte bit 

Tis Kitt!” she cried and Tharanya 

imped out of her chair and ran to 
welcome Kitt. Mrs Prakash followed 
suit, All of them had the greatest 
surprise of their lives! 

Guess what? It was Kitti no doubt, 
bu fer cat accompanied 
her, as well as three tiny kitten! All of, 
them filed past the sisters and their 
mother, jumped on the sof and curled 

themselves up peacefully. 

“Well, well they seem to take for 
granted that they are welcome here” 
said mother, 

“Ofcourse they are!" cried Saranya 
‘and Tharanya in chorus. 

Just then Mr, Prakash walked in and 
froze in utter astonishment, Aftera few 
seconds he said, “mo 
trouble”, in a gloomy voi 

The entire family echoed the 
words happily! “More cats, more 
trouble” they said, laughing their heads 
oft! 

Kitti looked up, nonchalantly and 
then went back to sleep! 
































cats, more 





= Tharanya Prakash, 
Std. VIB, 
National Publie School, 
Bangalore. 


Dh, tree! You took magnificent, 
Your contribution too is significant 
You give us the breath of ite 

To work hard, toil and strive 

For fuel, ood and aesthetic sense, 
On you we depend, its no pretence. 


So colourful, tall and beautiful you look, 
Yet the culture of peace and duty takes 
deep root! 

You are the one who quenches our 
thirst; 


For ever we shall thank you first 

Branches sturdy, strong and so far, 

All the time purifying the air! 

King makers galore we may have, 

But you are the rain maker so rare. 

You have seen many generations, 

Their lives, dreams and aspirations. 

Whatever we achieve is your boon, 

For without you the world is sure to 
swoon! 











mam: 
ao i I 


ee some! 
mr kon, AGE TG Morod 
sna KOE MS. 


at 
for hand 
— Rashi 





Writer : Did you like the serial I've 
been writing in that magazine? 
Friend : | loved it; especially the 


# Yeah, quite a surprising 


Friend : No, no | am referring to 
the last two words printed in the latest 
issue : THE END. 





new telescope. jme see! 


Like to try it? va 3 















Ha, Ha! Tknew you 
had a trick up your 
sleeve, has 














Hello Doctor 


‘© Nima Melwin, New Delhi 

2. What is pyorrhoea? How can we 
prevent it? 

! Pyorthoea isthe term commonly used by 
most people to designate gum diseases. 
‘This term was coined over fifty years ago 
by the Viennese researcher Gottlieb 10 
indicate pus producing, dit inflammatory 
disease of the gums, But the term is now 
used to refer to the diseases of the 
supporting structures of the tooth, 

“The most common cause for pyorrhoca 
is the accumulation of tartar, Tartar is 
nothing but a scaly yellowish or brownish 
hard chalk-like substance that forms at the 
gum margins around the teeth It irritates 
and pushes the gums away from the teeth 
and causes gingivitis. (ie. inflammation of 





Due to. poor oral hygiene, a white soft 

a 

between the teeth, mouth breathing and 

gingivitis. Vitamin - C deficiency and 

problem. 

Stl leghoghente 
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the dangers 
of pyorrhoea. 
Prevention : 1. Get your teeth cleaned. 
2, Use your toothbrush correctly 3. See 
your dentist at least once in a year. 4, Use 
toothpicks carefully 5. Avoid smoking, 
panmasala and tobacco chewing 

© Birju Naidu, Hassan 

2 Is it possible to cure cancer by 
replacing bone marrow? 

1 Yes, Bone marrow transplantation is the 
only hope for persons with blood cancer. 
Healthy marrow is received from a healthy 
donor and is injected through a vein into 
the cancer patient. The marrow cells reach 
and settle inside the bones and produce 
healthy ted blood cells, white blood calls 


and platelets in about 3 104 weeks. Ttwhes 
up to three or more years to regain good 
immunological function in the body. But 
during this period, the patient runs the risk 
of getting infections and some other 
dreadful complications. It is also a very 
costly treatment for blood ean: 
© A. Narendiran, Tuticori 
2. What are the first-aid steps for burns 
tnd sealds? 
The following are some of the first-aid 
steps for burns and scalds. These are very 
simple and easy to Follow 
Do immediately 

If clothing of the casualty is on fi 
smother in blanket, rug or large coat, Make 
‘casualty lie down and keep still. In ease of 
scalds, remove any clothing soaked in 
ht liquids. 
* Do not remove any burned 
clothes that stick to the skin 
‘To cool burned area 
* Do this as quickly as 
possible. If burn or scald 
is small, run cold water 
om it from a tap for at 
least 10 minutes or 
‘until pain is less 4 
severe 
If burn area is 
large, pour water 
over it from a jug or 
bucket 
# If running water is nt 
available, use a damp cloth or 
‘yponge immersed in water 
# Cooling the burn quickly reduces the 
temperature and prevents further damage 
besides giving relief from pain 
® Don't apply any lotion, grease, butter 
‘or ointment, Application of ointments will 
delay cooling 

‘To prevent infection 
# Remove any tight clothing, rings, 




















watch, chain, belt etc. from burned area. 
Loosely cover burn with a clean dressing. 
A sterile dressing is best buta clean sheet, 
pillowcase or handkerchief will do, 
 Donot touch the bur, especially ifthe 
skin is broken, 

# Do not burst or break blisters because 
this increases the risk of infection. 

fo dress minor burns, 

# Clean thoroughly with soap and water. 
4 Cover witha loose non-adhesive or dry 








sterile dressing. 
Call for medical help it 
© Casualty isa child 


© Bum coversan area larger than the palm, 












of the hand, 
The skin has been burned away, 
Burn is on face, neck, hands or feet 
Casualty has other injuries 
‘Casualty shows signs of shock ie, cold 
sweating skin, dizziness, fainting or 
nausea. 


Dr 





ynesan, Rajapalayam, 
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n areas of 
North and 
Central America, 


‘armies of ants can be seen 
marching with pieces of leaves hoisted 
on their backs, They are not using the 
leaves as umbrellas though @ Gs NS 
the name parasol ant — 
suggests this, The 
ants are using the 
leaves as compost for 
their gardens to grow 
their own supply of food! 
These ants forage in a 
radius of about 100 yards, 
They spare no efforts in 
gathering the leaves, Inside 
the nest, the ants chew the 
pieces of fresh leaves to a pulp. 
‘They wet it with a drop of liquid 
secreted from the tip of their 
abdomen, It is then 
added to the pile 
of similarly treated 
leaves on which a 
special kind of 
fuorgus is growing. 


















UMBRELLA ANTS 


They plant tufts of fungus to the newly prepared 
manure and carefully tetid them, For the parasol ants, fungus is the sole 
shurce of food. So this cultivation is vital for their very survival. The ant’s 
secretion contains powerful fertilisers and nutrients that help the fungus to 
resist infection and grow in plenty. 

The ants’ garden is enormous compared to the size of the ants! They 
may extend as deep as 12 feet under ground in a labyrinth of chambers. 
A six-year-old nest was located, where a massive 40 tons of earth had been 
shified to create about 2000 chambers to accommodate about 44000 ants. 
This colony of ants had stripped from the nearby trees approximately 6 tons 
of fresh leaves! 





Visalakshi Ramani. 
SoxutaM 
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with us" said 
sj. “The ravines in the 





Chamba! are excellent hiding 
8 for dacoits 
That's an old story; most of 
ndered” said 
it is better to 


TERROR OU THE 





manager and his clos 
ne Bharadwaj w 
al while the 














travel in an innocuous manner 
Guards will attract attention.” 

“Its okay as long as your 
moncy is safe” said Bharadwaj 
“You have a responsibility to 
your depositors you know.” 

‘Ofcourse” said Adiga and 
they lapsed into siley ec. 


Soon the car stopped and 
both sat upright to find huge 
stones blocking the road, “Thank 


god the driver was alert” said 
Adige. 

“Twill be back in five minutes 
sir, it will take that much time to 
couple of these boulders 
to make way for the car” aaid the 
driver and got down from the car 

In less than that time he had 
completed the job, “Lets move 
on’ ordered Adiga, through the 
open window of the car, But the 
driver was in no mood to listen 





pusl 



























“Bir, ils very cold and | must 
have a smoke” he said and 
turned away, In the next 
ccond of two they could sce 
1 match flame and smell 
cigarette smoke, 

How | hate this smell” said 









Adiga raising 
And what an impertinent 
ert” 

‘Come on, let him have his 
smoke” said Bharadwaj. “After 
all he has a long drive ahead 
of him.” 

Yeah and we are silting 
fucks” said Adiga 
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the window glass 





Been befor 


i died 
shadow of 








down th a man 
appeared near the window. He 
lapped the glass indicating thal 
it should be lowered. Wher 





Adiga hesitated » gun was aimed 
at his 
‘Oh god! We ar 


said Bharadwaj 





surrounded” 
his voice and 
body trembling, 

We was all 
All four men had their faces 
4. AL gun point they 


over in a few minutes, 


cover 
ordered Adiga lo empty th 


ny bia 








box into. th 












them was carry 

obeyed, and the 

wilh their loot 
Bharadwaj still trembling, 








witched on @ pen torch he was 
carrying in his pocket and getting 
Jown from the car searched the 
surrounding, The thin flash light 
{ully illuminated the driver neatly 
{ with a handkerchief 
his mouth. 

4s untied the knots 








lied up an 
stuffed 
The frie 
and the driver afer rubbing his 
hands and feet to get rid of the 
numbness silently opened the 
door of the car for his master 
The journey 
ut_a word being 














Adiga had to report the 
matter to the police. 

“Is the money insured?” asked 
the inspector, 

“Yes” said Adiga. “Transit 
ingurance, The bank will not lose 





any money. They will get it in time 
from the insurance company.” 

“Do you suspect any one? 

No, none at all. There were 
only the three of us. The driver 
is trustworthy and Bharadwaj is 
an old buddy.” 

“Well the dacoits, if they really 
must have had 
some tip off about your carrying 
such a large amount. of cash.” 

It became 3 necessity to 
carry the cash 
to our Bhopal 
branch” said 

Adiga and ex- 

plained the 


circum- 





were dacoils, 










stances, 
“We'll 

what 

we can do” 


see 


said the in 
spector. 
“1am ap 
pointing 
Vikram 
Sharms to 


go into the affair, if only to prove 
thal there has been no plot and 
that it was only a straight case 
of dacoity” said Adiga 

Vikram Sharma was a vell 
known private detective and the 
inspector knew him, He just 
nodded his head 


The police had no clues 
even after a month of investiga 
tion and they were about to 
close the files. Capturing the 
dacoits was @ different story. 
They were wanted for many 
crimes auch as this. Though’ many 
had surrendered, a few atill re- 
mained giving headaches to the 
police now and then. 

Meanwhile, Vikram Sharma 
commenced a thorough interroge- 
tion of all the persons in the 
bank. While most of them had 
nothing relevant to aay about the 
case there was one lip off, 
Adiga’s only cnemy wes a man 
named Vijay &ingh who had been 
dismissed by Adiga for non per- 
formance in the bank and for die- 
obedience. Vijay Singh had 
vored to take revenge. 

Vikram tried hard lo trace 
Vijay Singh but wes stumped al 
every effort. ‘He has vanished 
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without a trace’ thought Vikram. 
“but certainly with all the money. 
Thal must be it. But who was his 
accomplice?” 


He went to his friend the 
inspector and told him what he 
suspected. The driver was 
arrested and brought to the 
police station. As per plan the 
inspector said, “Vijay Singh has 
been traced and put behind 
bars. He has confessed. | have 
his statement here in ay files.” 
He patted a file lying on his 
table. 

‘The driver became very pale 
and started to tremble. “The 
alupid fool!” he stammered. “I had 
asked him Lo go south to Trichy 
‘or Madurai, bul he did not feel 
like leaving the Hindi belt.” 

“Your voice has been 












Customer : (To the shopkeeper) 
How can this box be opened? 
Shopkeeper : The instruction for 
‘opening the box is given in the leaflet. 
Customer : Then please give me the 
leaflet 
Shopkeeper : 
- Girish V. Shahani, Std. X B, 
Shri Sahajanand Sec. School. 











recorded” said Vikram and 
played the pocket recorder for 
him to hear. 

That was the end of Vijay 
Singh's plot to rob the bank and 
bring dishonour to Adiga, his 
syorn enemy! 


A iittlc third degree by the 
inspector. and the driver 
confessed to everything 
including details of Vijay Singh's 
hide out. The driver was to get 
@ part of the amount and his 
being tied up was a ruse to make 
everyone believe that it was 
dacoits who had done the job. 
Actually the gang who acted as 
dacoits were in the pay of Vijay 
Singh. Lighting the cigarctle was 
a signal for them to attack. 

Vijay Singh was arrested the 
seme day and the money Loo was 
recovered except for a few 
thousands which Vijay Singh hed 
spent. 

Adiga and Bharadwaj heaved 
sighs of relief 

But who was the happicst of 
all? 

The insurance 
ofcourse! 

- R. Shishir, age 14, 
‘The Bangalore HS.. 
Jayanagar, Bangalore. 
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VUES 





he British under nineteen team 

‘was beaten by our boys con: 
Vineingly both in the test series 
(1-Oout of 3 matches) and one 
dayers (2-1) 

Vidyuth of Tamil Nadu 
took 8 wickets conceding 
only 38 runs in the first 
test at Mumbai 

He proved himself in 
one dayers too and took 
four wickets in the third 
‘match besides brilliant re- 
tum catch inthe first match 
during which he collected 
three wickets, 

fall goes well and merit 
4s to be rewarded Vidyuth _ 
\who hails from a cricketing 
family has 2 great future 



















‘The Australians are 
‘coming and controversy ar- 
rived before them, Steve 
‘Waugh’s comment, “pitches 
cannot be tailor made t0 
suit the home team”, 
drew a lot of flak, 
“How does he 








pening 
asked Ganguly in protest. 


‘While conceding that * Widyutn 


RCH ‘OT 


Australians were a strong team, Gan- 
guly said, “We have some good boys 
too!” Feeling very unhappy about fore 


gone conclusions and predictions he 
stated emphatically, “Let's wait for the 
matches to start,” His tone suggested 
the spirit of ‘may the best team win,” 
with which all of us are in agreement 
= steve Wauoh 
Tris a pity that the 
Sharjah encounters 
were called off. Follow 
ing the Gujrath earth: 
quake there seemed to 
bbe some rapprochment 
between India and Pa 
kistan and the Sharjah 
fixtures could have helped create fur 
ther good will, But that was not to be 
One consolation is that, Indian and 
Australian stars will play a fund raiser 
match for the earthquake victims. Lan 
‘Chappell, Allan Border, Richie Benawd 
and Sunil Gavaskar are some of those 
who have already accepted the invit 
tion, The charity match will be played 
‘on March 23 in Chennai, Let ws all help 
to make it a grand success 

‘The International Cricket Council 
has announced a new test champion: 
ship. Ten test playing nations will com 
pete for world supremacy. There will 
bbe a new ranking system to decide on 
the world test champs. 

‘What is amusing s that the LC.C. has 
decided to make umpires undergo eye 
and hearing tests from next year! Go- 
ing by the many wrong decisions as re- 
vealed by the TV screen, this procedure 
will be welcomed by all concerned. 
GoKuLan 
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ong ago in Kerala there ruled a 

king named Rajvarma, He was a 
sood king, a patron of arts, and himself 
a good painter. 

‘One fine sunny day he went up a 
cliff and started painting the natural 
scenery. As time passed, the beauty of 
the valley and the horizon were 
captured in the painting. The trees 
glistened in the sunfight dancing over 
their leaves and a couple of birds 
hovered above the valley joyously. 

Rajvarma moved backward to have 
a distant view of his artistic creation, 
He was so absorbed in the painting that 
he did not notice that he was nearing 
the edge of the cliff. Another backward 
step and he would fall head long into 
the ravine behind him, 


Gokul, a shepherd 
who was grazing his 
sheep near by, called out 
to the king to caution 
him. But the king deeply 
engrossed in the 

linting of his creation 
had no ear for him, 


Gokul understood 

this and in a split second he picked up 
astone and aimed it at the painting. The 
canvas tore and the painting tumbled 
as well as the stand. 

Rajvarma was shocked, and red in 
the face with anger, he turned towards 
the direction from which the stone was 
thrown, and saw the shepherd. “You 
fool! How dare you throw a stone on 
my painting” he cried and advanced 
towards him with fury. 












‘The shepheard bowed humbly 
‘before the king, and said, “If your 
“Majesty would kindly turn and look 
what's behind you...” 


Impulsively Rajvarma did as he was 
told and saw the terrible danger that 
‘was in store for him. 

‘The shepherd said, “your Majesty 
an recreate his painting but no one can 
recreate Rajvarma! 














Woes = 7 (\ 


“The king removed a ring from one 
of his fingers and gave it to the 
shepherd saying, “you saved my life, 
for which I give you this ring as a 
present. But for your intelligent answer 
you deserve much more.” And 
Rajvarma rewarded Gokul with a few 
acres of fertile land where he could 
‘grow food and also tend his sheep. 
= MGayathri, age 12, 
G.D, School, Coimbatore. 
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2 I really 
love Jayabalan 
and Undir 
stories, Publish 
them more 
ofien, 1 would welcome 
science fiction too. Rain, 
hail or storm; Gokulam 
never loses it's charm! 
S. Srinivas 
Bhaskar, 13 yrs, Hyderabad 





2 [have been reading Gokulam for 
the past two years. I like Appu and 
Kuku and Balu the bully. Please 
publish more picture stories. 
H. Urmila, Std. VIII D, Sri 
Vidya Mandir, Bangalore. 





‘Thanks for publishing my article, 
“A warning bell by Walter Hunt” in 
February 2001 issue. But my name has 
been printed wrongly. I'm sorry I didn’t 
write my name legibly in capital leters. 

Bibin V. Babu, age 11, Calcutta 
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© I love Gokulam very 
much, especially Budding 
Chef and Creative comer, Its 
children’s magazine but my 
parents too love it, It is a 
knowledge bank. 
‘Swathi, Std. VIA, 
Bakthavatsalam, 
Vidyashram, Chennai. 








21am very sorry to report 
that the contribution “Tribes 
of Andaman and Nicobar’ 
published in January 
issue has been copied 
from the English 
supplementary reader 
for class IX 

R. Manojkumar, age 











13, Class IX C, St. Joseph's 
H.S., Secunderabad 
Readers of Gokulam are 


requested to send their 

contributions written in their 
‘own words and not copied verbatim 
{from another source. You can base your 
story or article on a matter you have 
read but the source material must be 
clearly mentioned. 


- Editor 


[2 Thank you for publishing my 
piece in December 2000 issue. 1 
received a complimentary copy of 
Gokulam, Participation certificate and, 
also a remuneration. Gokulam is 
unique 

J. Dharani, Std. IX C, 

G.G.HS., Bangalore 





TEST YOUR IQ 

1, Samjautha Express 

2. The Giza group of pyramids, Egypt 

3. Kimberley, South Arica, 

4.1964 

5. Sampath Pandit (1863-Calcutta) 

6, Mumbai, Church gate 

7. Konkani 

8, Amazon, South America, 6712 km long 
8. Jaipur, Rajasthan 


4. Aroliing stone gathers no moss. 
5. Astich in time saves nine, 


NATIONAL NAMES OF 
NATIONS 


JamhouriAtghanistan 
Republik Osterreich 
Gana Prajatantri Bangladesh 
Druk - Yul 

‘Zhonghua Renmin 


Ge 
10, Chess RS seal Mera 
FIND THE ANSWEF own 
FRUITS oe 
FT a, Rossystae 
Ce bey Federasiya 
S.Lemon 6. Peach 
7.Fig 8. Grapes TEASER PREVIEW 
9. Orange 10. Apple ‘a. Notorious liar 


PROVERB PUZZLE 

1. Tho early bird catches the worm, 

2. An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 
3. All work and no play makes Jack a dull 









'b. Consummate liar 
«. incorrigible iar 

6. Chronic kar 

‘©. Unconscionable liar 
{. Egregious liar 


MATCH THE MEANINGS 


1-9,2-1,3-i,4-),5-a,6-h, 
7-€,8-b, 9-4, 10-0. 








boy. 
GP ant 


‘one bread bonda) 
2 slices of bread, 1 onion (cut 


yy to smal pieces), 1 green chili (cut 10 
sma pecs) easpoonchenatal adel WF Zoe 



















and a pinch of mustard, 1 potato. 

Method : Boil the potato, mash it, set aside. Fry 

‘onion, green chili, mustard, chenna, uraddal. Add the 

‘mashed potato and mix wel. Wet the bread sices in 

water. Kep the fried mixture between the two slices 

‘of bread, Press with both hands to shape lke 

ball, Deep try in oll. Bread bond is 

ready. Smack your lipst 

M. Deepak, Std. Vil, 

Kl 


BUDDING 
CHEF 



















INVISIBLE POWER! 

Not many people 
think about the 
invisible power of 


time. It is a gift of A VIEWPOINT {) 
re ie ise s\ VIEWPOINT tr 
VIEWPOINT 


properly to learn and 


eal we become = 
prosperous. We must VIEWPOINT 


realise that time VEWPOINT 
-_ -»/ VIEWPOINT 








- R. Jebachitra, Std. Xl 
G.G.H.S.S., Thottapalayam, 
Vellore 


MAN MADE DIFFERENCES 


Our family had been to the 
sacred place “Mantralaya” 
After darshan we were 
asked to take lunch which 
was given as ‘prasadam’. 
‘So we went to a dining hall. There, we 
were asked if we were brahmins. When 
we said ‘no’, we were told that that 
section was only for brahmins and that 
we had to go to another section for meals: 
We felt really bad. | am sure that God 
does not differentiate between his 
= devotees. He blesses all of them equally. 
means money| @=i[ Our country will prosper only if such man 
and time® made differences disappear and all of us 
wasted in money feel that we are equal partners. 
lost. The only loss that - B. Geetha, Std. IX C, Sudarshan 
can never be Vidya Mandir, Bangalore. 
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POLYTHENE POLLUTION 


Polythene bags should be banned. It is said 
that a polythene bag will not decay or 
decompose even after thousand years. It is not 
bio-degradable. These bags also prevent rain 
water from seeping through the soil to recharge 
underground water. This results in shortage of 
water for man and vegetation. So people 
should discontinue using polythene bags. 
Alternately bags made of paper or cotton cloth 
may be used. 


ENGLISH BY FORCE 


English is now dominating the 

world and it is essential that we 

Team the language properly. But 

English should not be forced upon 

tiny tots. Every English medium 

school and convent is forcing the 

students to talk only in English. 

Even U.K.G. and first standard 

children are not spared. They are 

fined and humiliated in front of other 

children if they talk in their mother 

tongue. These young buds about to 

bloom should be taught all lessons 

in their mother tongue which is the natural way. 

They should feel proud of their mother tongue 

and turn to English only later when the need 

arises. Learning English is very important but 

it should not be at the expense of the mother 

tongue. 

~ TS. Rajamurugan, Std. Vil C, Sainik 
‘School, Amaravathinagar. 






POLITICAL ENEMIES 
In Kerala where | live political parties instead 
of opposing each other on principles become 
enemies. Perhaps it is the same all over India. 


But it is really sad to 
find a political worker 
being killed by a 
member or members 
of an opposite party. 
A big fight ensues, 
followed by hartal, 
much tothe 
inconvenience of the 
public. People do not 
want all The 
leaders of various 





parties should realise 
that democracy is 
debate and not fist 
fights. The voters 
should be made to 
think about what is 
good for them. They 
should not feel 
threatened. 
- Naufarah, Std. 
0 B, Chinmaya 
Vidyalaya, 
Kasaragod. 
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NEWS ANALYSIS 


he cease fire announced by the 
Vajpayee government at the centre 

is being tested to the limit by a 
section of militants. There are vested 
interests which do not want the peace 
process to succeed, With 

EY indirect support trom 
Pakistan these elements are 

killing innocent people to 
provoke the central 
’ government to give up the 
cease fire and peace efforts. 

So far the terrorists had 


“vajpayee not touched the Sikh 


Will Peace be 
Given a ChanceQ 


community and had been directing thelr 
attack mostly on Hindus, But on February 
3, six Sikhs were brutally killed, Naturally 
the Sikhs in Kashmir are agitated 

‘Mr, Fernandes, our Defence Minister 
‘while on a trip to Sri nagar requested the 
Sikhs not to quit the Kashmir valley but 
to stay on. Mr. Yaseen Malik, Hurtiyat 
leader also asked the Sikhs not to 
migrate. But slogans were 
raised against him by Sikh 
youth 

‘While there cannot bea 
second opinion over the 
sentiment that peace efforts 
must succeed, whether all 
that needs to be done for 
its success has been taken 
inote of is a doubtful point 





Assembly elections are fast 
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approaching in many states and there is 
alot of fresh thinking on alliances, Earlier 
alliances are breaking up and new fronts 
are being formed. In Tamil Nadu The 
Pattali Makkal Katchi or PM.K. Which 
hhad linked itself with the N.D.A. quit the 
same and joined hands with A.|.A.D.MK, 
the party under the control of Jayalalitha. 
It appears as though that the T.M.C. 
under the leader ship of Moopanar as 
well as the Congress under Sonia Gandhi 
‘will also be part of the A.L.A.O.MLK. front, 
This will be a very powerful combination 
and the ruling O.M.K. and its alliance 
partner the B.J.P. will have a 
tough time in the election arena, 


The earthquake in 
Gujarath though tragic 
beyond words has 
proved that there are 
compassionate people all over the world 
waiting to help in times of dire need, Even 
Pakistan a sworn enemy rushed plane 
loads of food and medical aid, It was 
followed up by a phone call from the 
Pakistan president to our Prime Minister. 
Just when people ware beginning to fee! 
happy over this development, 
relationship between the leaders soured 
again over an insignificant matter. Who 
phoned first? Was it Vajpayee or 
Musharraf? This trifle became a big issue 
and hopes of better relationship between 
neighbours was dashed to earth, once 
again 

Meanwhile the Pakistan Supreme 
Court has asked General Musharraf to 
give details of the steps he proposes to 
take for restoration of democracy in 
Pakistan. Fond hopes indeed! 
















Mrs. Y.G. Parthasarathy, Dean 
of Padma Seshadri Schools, 
Chennai, gives some useful 

tips to students. 

% Decide on what portions you 
are going to study today and separate 
it into smaller units, Allot an hour and 
a half to each unit. During the first 
half an hour study the unit with full 
concentration and absorb the / 
contents, Then close the book 
and recall aloud what you 
have read. It is not 
necessary to use the 


WHHOUT 


same words. That is just mugaing up. 
Say it aloud in your own words. This 
is audio memory. 

+ Video memory will help even 
more. Write what you have recalled. 
At first you many feel lazy and think 
this is waste of time. But the practise 
cf writing down what you recalled will 
help you to write your exam with 
ease. You will write the exam as 
though you are just signing your 
name, 

% Once you have written down 
what you recalled you must open up 
the book and check if you have 
written down all the points. If you 


have left out any, you 
should write it down and 
cross check. All of this 
is first revision, 

% The second revision 
consists of answering an 
old examination paper 
within the stipulated 
time, Once you have 
written the answers 
‘open your text book and 
make a self assessment. 
Give yourself the marks 
that you have earned. By 
this you will certainly be 
able to find out where you went 
wrong. Those mistakes will never be 
repeated. This exercise also prepares 
you to finish writing your exam in 
time, besides building up self 
confidence. You will face your exams 
fearlessly 

+ Don't conclude that the syllabus 
is too much and that you will 
undertake selective study. There is no 
definite criteria to separate the 
syllabus as important and non 
important. You can't expect the 
person who prepares the question 
paper to use the same criteria as you 
have done. His idea of what is 
important may vary from yours. 

+ Reading continuously for five or 
six hours is bad. Relax in between. 
The techniques for relaxing are many 
(@) Take a quick walk around your 
house or around the building, if you 
are living in a flat. (b) Scan news 
paper head lines. (c) Sleep for half 
an hour, but be sure you have asked 
someone to wake you up in time. (d) 
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The best way to relax is practising 
deep breaths. This exercise improves 
‘oxygen supply, purifies your blood 
and makes your body and brain 
active. It banishes tiredness. 

+ There are things you should not 
do in the name of relaxation. (a) Do 
not watch TV (b) Do not play 
computer or video games (c) Don't 
talk to your friends over the phone. 
‘You may be spending just half an hour 
for one of these, but the after effect 
wil last much longer. Your mind will 
meander and it will be difficult to 
concentrate on studies again. 

+ Some students feel that night 
time is best for studies, for there will 
bbe no noise and the environment will 
be peaceful. There is nothing wrong 
in this thinking, but you must sleep 
for a minimum of six hours the next 
day during day time. 

* Don't drink coffee or tea during 
night study. These stimulate the brain 
for a couple of hours but after the 
the brain becomes very tired and its 





functioning capacity 
is reduced. 

* Working on 
mathematical 
problems during 


night time will drive 


away sleep. You can 
keep slices of carrot 
BF} or cucumber on your 
i table and nibble them 
§| whenever you feel 
sleepy. But don’t 







consume chat. Oily stuff will make 
you drowsy. Also avoid too much of 
rice and potatoes during exams and 
revision days. These make you dull 
and drowsy. Soya, milk, egg and 
panneer are better. You will not 
consume too much of these.and your 
stomach will be only half full resulting 
in alertness of the mind. Protein is 
the need of the hour and you get this 
in plenty if you follow the above dos 
and don'ts, 

+ Do not eat outside during exam 
month. An upset stomach will ruin 
your chances. Eat only at home and 


drink only boiled water, bottled and 
cooled. Public exam season is also 
chicken pox season. Now you have 
vaccination against the disease 

% Once inside the exam hall, 
attempt first the questions for which 
youare sure of the answers. This will 
give youa lot of self confidence. Then 
you will be able to answer the other 
fone or two questions by just using 
your common sense! 

% Write the answers neatly and 
legibly. Highlight the 
important points. 

% You must be able to 
finish your paper ten 
minutes before time, and 
spend those minutes revising 
what you have written. You 
will be able to correct many 
mistakes made owing to 
negligence, over sight or due 

to writing in a hurry. 

+ Don't indulge in post 
mortem of your 
performance after writing 

an exam. Avoid comparing your 
answers with that of others. This is 
not only waste of time, but will also 
result in confusion and self remorse, 
thereby affecting your preparation for 
the next exam 

+ Divide the study holidays equally 
between all subjects so that you will 


be ready to face all exams and not 
just one or two. 
% Study hard, keep fit and write 
the exams fearlessly. Victory is yours. 
+ God bless you! 
~ Courtesy : Kalki 
Cover illustration : Thamarai 


SoKULAM 
MARCH “01 


all the things this had to happen! They 

ad changed the name of their street 
again! Brother Undir was upset. He had just 
taken great pains to finish up a school re: 
port on his neighbourhood and now the 
ame would be wrong! He had used his 
street name four or five times in the report. 
‘What rotten luck! All that overwriting would 
‘make his work look so messy! 

Just then he had a visitor. Jamun, his 
classmate called on him, “Hey! Guess 
what? We now live in Lokanatha Puram and 
‘not Anderson Puram!” 

“When did you move?" Brother was 
surprised. "You never told me that your 
family was moving.” 

“We moved without moving! Can you 
believe that?" Jamun geemed excited, "You 


WHA 























see, our colony just got renamed. I thought 
it was quite funny but my parents are hop- 
ping mad! My mather will have to reprint 
all her stationary or her business will suf- 
fer!” 

‘was just fretting about our street hav 
ing a new name! Green Park Avenue has 
been converted into Raja Sukumara Gau- 
rav Saheb Avenue, What a long name! I've 
‘no dea who this. Raja guy is. Anyway, $0 
we too have a new address thrust on us! 
Why are they doing this?” asked Brother, 
puzzled. 

‘Who are they?” Jamun wanted to 
know, 

"The Government, you dummy!" replied 
Brother Undir 

ut | thought that we were the Gov- 


°s IN A 
» NAME? 


ernment now! | know 
that we are supposed to 
bbegoverning ourselves! 
Remember what our 
civics Miss taught us? 

protested Jamun, 

Hal” Brother snorts 
ed. "Don’t you know 
that only adults can 
vote? Kids can feel 
whatever they lke and it 
doesn’t matter it grown, 
ups don't agree.” 

“Pretty unfair, | 
think! But tenaming 


ns (/1(// SiOr/ 





might be fun!’ 
“Well, | don't like the renaming at all! 
Now | have to have corrections in my neat 
report and lose mark 
“Why don't we write to the govern- 
ment?” 
“Hey! That's a great idea! I'd ike to pro- 
test! Lets do it!” 











So Brother and Jamun stated to write 
a letter, Jamun stuck out his tongue and 
wrote as Brother dictated. This is what it 
sald 


Dear Guvment, 
Please don't change names of places 
where we live. We like our old names. 
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Besides, how would you like to lose 
marks just because someone changed the 
name? We also think that people should 
be asked - are we not people? After all 
‘my parents voted for you! 

With love, 

Jamun and Brother Undir 


How stupid can you get” declared 
Sister Undir who had just walked in and 
seen the letter, She couldn't contro! her 
laughter, "What a funny letter! You're not 
supposed to write like kids to government! 
‘And what silly spelling!’ 

‘Okay, your highness!” said Brother 
"Lot's see you improve what we've done!” 

‘Jamun also had an opinion, "I don't think 

weare allowed to 

send any love to 

the government 

| think you have 

to write ‘Thank- 
ing you. Yours sin- 
cerely...’ What do 
you think?" 

‘Hmm! Let's see 
‘ald Sister, “First of all you 
have to be formal. You can't just 
say ‘Dear Government’, And 
there has to be a subject. And 
could | please add my name 
also?” 


They both agreed. This is 
what Sister's improved version 
(kee ike 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
Subject : Chang- 
ing names of roads 
and colonies -Regard- 
ing 
4h, We are three trends 
who would ke to let the 
Government know that changing names 
of places isnot likedby the citizens. Itis 








‘our view that the opinions of citizens are 
important. We are sure that Government 
would like to know the opinions of its cit- 
izens. So we are giving you our view on 
re-naming which is : We like our old 
names. Kindly give them back. How would 
‘you like someone else changing the name 
Of your area without even asking you? 

Yours faithfully, 

Jamun, Brother and Sister Undir 


“Why don’t we show itto Mama” asked 
Brother, 

“That's a good idea!” agreed Sister and 
Jamun. So Mama Undir was shown the 
painstakingly written letters, Mama could 
not suppress her smile. “What address do 
you think you are going to use?” she asked, 

“Inever thought ofthat!” exclaimed Str. 

Does government have an address?” 
demanded Brother. 


Papa und had just finished his bath 
He came out rubbing his wet hair. ‘What is 
‘everyone up to? You all look so earnest!” 

He smiled when he saw what was going 
on. “I can mail it for you" he offered. The 
ids were thrilled! They felt quite important. 

‘Avweek later one morning, just as Broth- 
er had finished gulping down his milk while 
Sister was pushing her cup about on the 
table, Mama called out from the toilet. 


Customer : Waite? 

in my soup! 
Waiter : Don't worry sir. U have 
‘added a spider to eat it! 
- Tony George, 


There isa fly 


std. VIII, 


St. Thomas Boys school, Calcutta. 





~Papal Here! Take the newspaper! Show the 
ast” 

Papa was surprised. Sister and Brother 
were also quite surprised, Mama was actu- 
aly offering them the newspaper! No mat- 
ter how interesting the news, Mama never 
parted wit the newspaper and never came 
cut ofthe toilet until she was through! At- 
ter al, that was her only twenty minutes of 
peace in the entire day. No wonder she 
(uarded it quite jealousiy! So how come 
she was actualy inviting a disturbance? 
Sister abandoned her efforts to swallow her 
‘milk and went to the toilet door. Brother 
‘grabbed Sister's hal full cup, wiped his mk 
moustache and followed her. Papa also 
‘trudged inthe same direction. 

“Mal I'm here! Give me the paper!” 

Mama Undir pushed the paper out 

‘Look at the ‘Letters to the Editor she 
said. 

There it was in print! The letter Jamun, 
Brother and Sister Undir had written! How 
‘excited Sister and Brother became! Just 
then the telephone rang. It was Jamun, H 
had also seen the letter, “I wonder it we" 
getting famous!” he exclaimed. 

twas Papa Undir's doing. Without tl- 
ing anyone he had sent the letter to the 
newspaper office, The editor had approved 
‘t. How exciting it was to see their names in 
print 

“May be now the government might 
even pay attention!” Brother said, 

‘Mama Undir was out in no time at al to 
join in the hullabaloo. “This could even be 
the commencement of a debate!” she said, 

“Yes, may be. After all there could be 
others who actually like new names!” 
marked Sister thoughtfully. 

Spoilsport!” That was Brother.“ any 
‘one writes in favour Ill again write back in 
‘protest! Now I think I'l get some attention 
in school!” 

‘What an exciting morning! 

~ Anuradha K. Rajivan 




















Part V 











he forest guards were and the clay mound is a salt lick for 
furious. all the herbivorous animals, A thino 
“Who gave you or elephant may visit it even during 
permission to roam in the — day time!” 
forest?” asked Ramesh, The boys looked at the guards 
“Do you think this is a picnic spot?” _disbelievingly, Kiron gathered 





“Anything may happen at anytime courage to say, “in that case why 





inthe forest” said Badal, “Danger don't you take us around the forest?” 
lurks in every comer! "How ean we do that?” Badal shot 
“But we... We.,.", The boys buck. "We have our duties to perform 
stammered in you know, Besides we need Sahib's 





bewilderment ‘orders to take you 
"Did you 





along with us.” 
‘The boys 

thought that the 

guards’ behaviour 





mound on the 
bank of the ' 


stream, while was mysterious. 





coming “Why are th 
here?" asked so rude to us? 
Ramesh Surely they 


are hiding 


, Y! 














vim. something! Perhaps indulging in 

"Yes" replied Amit, “The stream some unlawful activity’ 

1s beautiful, glistening in sunlight!” 

Beautiful!” Ramesh burst out hey met Rathin Banerjee 
angrily, “A thirsty tiger many come once again in his office 
there at any time to quench his thirst, and rather hesitantly 
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complained about 

the rude 

behaviour of 

the two guards. 
Rathin 

shook his head 

in disapproval 

“the 








pulling you 

up. You 
shouldn't 

have 

ventured alone 
in the forest" he 
said, “If you had 
informed me, 1 






would have 





ranged for an 
escort, Anyway, let us: 

forget the past 
Tomorrow Ram 
sand Badal will 
accompany you deep 
into the forest, But you 
shall be safe, have no fei 








The boys were not satisfied 
They thought that Rathin uncle 
wwas giving a long rope to the two 


guards. inst 





\d of reining them in. 


‘The green Bhutan 
hills in the horizon 


he forest, light at first, soon became 
y 





ing against the 
bright blue sky looked 
so tall and magnificent 
Sanjoy turned his eyes, 
towards the guards. 


y dense, They had walked for 





seve minutes perhaps an hou The 
the winding solitary path unveedthe spend, 
beau ofthe fore forther Bute guards "Yous aways ialking 
seemed to be more on the lookout for dunger th: ation slanger thorn: tie 
rae 
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‘men’ said Badal 
‘That was something new to the boys. But they 
were not reassured, They walked warily, 


uddenly Amit stopped. “Look 
Ramesh?” he said excitedly, 
pointing to « patch of land, which 
‘appeared to have been dug up and 
weeded as if a gardener had 





prepared a flowerbed. “The vil 
trying to encroach on forest land!" 
“How could they eneroach in the 
middle of the forest?” Ramesh shot 
back, But he too stared in astonishment 
al the patch of land and after a couple 
‘of minutes he advanced near the 
place studying it earnestly. 
“Badal! Badal! Come 
here, quick!" he ordered 
“Look at this fresh human 
foot print on the loose 
soil!” 
Badal hurried towards him 
followed by the boys 
Ramesh knelt by the patch and 
started digging the soft earth with his 
fingers. Badal joined him. They did not 
































njoy. “but you have have anything to scoop the eurth, but that did not 
only astick to ward off deter them. They used their hands, not minding 
the danger! What will the dirt or the discomfort 

you do if tiger “Dig Badal dig!” cried Ramesh 

suddenly pounceson panting. When the pit was about two feet deep, 
you?" Badal’s fingers touched something and he let out a 


“We know how to 
handle the anim: 


in surprise. “Aha” he said. 
What is it Badal!” exclaimed Ramesh, and the 

















said Ramesh boys echoed the words with great curiosity and 
nonchalantly. excitement! 
“The tigers in our (To be continued) 
forest do not attack Sukhendu Dutta 
GoKuLAN 
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TINKU’S 
PROBLEM 














# ‘Tinku was deep in thought. 





Stor 
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“Teacher said that a 
good person will be 
respected. But no 
‘one respects me. 
Everybody gives 
me orders. 














‘Ask your mother 
if she'll have tea in 
[Usher room or in the 

‘itchen, 
















Not 
have something 
‘on my mind! 














Tinkut 
Munnu is on the phoned 
She has some doubts 

about home worl 



















When Tinku’s father 
‘came homes. 
Something 
Grong with Tink He's 
een sulking the whole 

afternoon, 


Father decided to talk to Tinku. 


Hello pet! What's 
on your mind? Out 
















































Then why is it that 
nobody Fespects me? 
Everybody orders me 
about. 


So that’s your 
“problem! 


Thankyou dad for 
helping h my 
problem! s 
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yecause they know you 
are a good boy and 
‘because they respect 









































fou want to get lost, 1 would Chennai was selected and my 
| say, get lost in Singapore! The friend Vinay Bansal and I were the 

reason being... well, I'll get to lucky ones to make the trip. 
that later, First Il tell you why and Tt was a scientific and industrial 
camp, with a hectic schedule 


Modern gadgets 
and machines 
were de- 
monstrated and 
we were given 





how I went to 
Singapore 

The trip was 
sponsored by the 
Science and 
Technology 










Fog Ow ee 
ee 


me 
\ars 
A TEES 


faculty of 
Singapore 
National 


University. They 
had chosen 96 
students from 
twelve Asian 
countries to visit 
Singapore, From 
India there were ten 
students in all ~ two 
each representing 
Chennai, Mumbai, 
Kolkatta, Bangalore 
and Hyderabad. Our 
school, D.A.V, School 
of — Gopalapuram, 


py Cova 
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Travel Experience 





‘opportunities to operate them! An 
unforgettable experience indeed! 


boys of various nations was really 
thrilling 
Even while travelling to the city 


ore than the scientific 
exposure the friendship 
that developed between 





from the airport 
in the luxury 
coach I started 
singing the 
popular A.R 
Rahman number, 





















‘or the faculty of naire 


“Ah Aje ne 
from Bangladesh students was 
immediate and overwhelmingly 
friendly 

We w 
bedded rooms and my room mate 
happened to be one Nuvan from Sri 
Lanka, The rapport between us was 
excellent as if we were life long 
friends! 

Food 


"and the response 


housed in double 





really a problem 
as about ten of 





us from India 
we striet 
vegetarians. We 


had to be content 
with just bread on 
the first day, But 
the authorities were 
kind and efficient 
| enough to arrange 
for a lady cook to 
prepare South Indian 
vegetarian dishes 
exclusively for us. 
‘The pickle bottles 1 
had carried from home 
added spice to her 
cooking! On the 
day I thanked her and 
expressed my desire to 
give her a small gift 
Sure” she said, "Since 
you returning 
home you can leave 
the pickle bottles or 
what is left of it with 
me!" Such was her 
unassuming — and 


last 





ene} 
se 
ering 
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unselfish nature, 


he first day started off lightly 
with a music concert by a local 
musician but the second day 


was a very busy one. We were taken 





around the Center for Bio-Diversity 
gs and bones 





Rare species of livin 





and skeletons of extinct animals were 
shown to us. The salient features were 
explained 

‘On the third day 
from the scientific faculty pe 
magic show with a difference! He 
explained everythi 
prove that there was nothing sup. 





Indian professor 





med a 











scientifically to 


natural in his performance. We 
were then taken to the 
Aviation Park 

whet 





the 


working of jet planes and helicopters 
were explained to us. 


nthe fourth day we again 
visited the Science Center, 
where we were separated into 


roups and asked to conduct very 
interesting experiments on our own, 
Our group took up the designing of the 
hologram of a calculator. We took five 
hours to complete the project 

That evening a visit to the Night 
ranged, We were as- 
frican jungle cat 
jump over fifty feet to catch its prey -a 
piece of meat hung on a tree, Many 
interesting facts and behaviours of the 
mals were explained to us, 
circular arena full of 
A lady appeared in the 
center and said, “John is missing; as 
soon as we find him we will start the 
There was a pause and she 
continued, “ofcourse I've got to tell you 
that John is our pet python, and that he 
is somewhere around here!” 

The audience began screaming half 
in jest and half in fear and before the 





small 





Safari was 





tonished to see an 











There wa 





spectators. 











screams died down, three men were 
pulling out a five feet long python from 
under the chair of a spectator sitting 
near me! It is impossible to explain in 
words the feeling of cold fear that 
passed through my body at that 


moment! 
Tiina 

pefegtams Wess 
doa tng te sn sie suo 
cogs Flowing bie so tare 
recited. I performed on the key board. 


here were cultural programmes 








+ Boys from 


Finally we 
sang *Vande- 

mataram’ in 
chorus waving 
our national 
flag. We got the 
second prize for 

‘our performance. 

All ninety six 

of us felt that we 
were one big 
family, One night 
Sayeed from 
Bangladesh had a 


big surprise. He was awakened by the 
rest of us at exactly twelve midnight 
singing. “Happy birthday to you...” and 
he was overwhelmed to see a big cake in 
froat of him, 

‘We were really sad when the time 
came for us to take leave of each other, 
We exchanged postal and e-mail 
addresses. 


ne evening when we went for 
shopping. I was amazed to see 
huge collection of shoes in a 








many Asian countries 





‘tore and by the time I had made my 
selection and paid fort, the otherboys 
had left! I was lost in Singapore! I had 
ng idea as to how to retum 10 our hostel. 
Fear gripped me and my eyes began to 
well. Gulping down my nervousness I 
approached the security guard of the 
shopping mall. He made a couple of 
phone calls and within the next fifteen 
minutes I was back safe and sound 
‘among my friends. 
‘And that is the reason for the title 
of this travel experience! 
+ Arun Rakesh, Std, 
Sec. School, Chennai 
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The re- 


public Day this 

year tured outto 

be a day of shock 

‘and sorrow forall of us. 

‘The earth quake that hit Gujarath took a 

toll of several thousands of lives. Multi 

stored buildings, schools and factories 

crashed and people were either crushed 
to death or died of suffocation 

The central government acted 

swiftly by send- 


ing the army and rescue 
operations commenced. Food and medi- 
cines were rushed. But the damage was 
so much that voluntary organisations 
from all over India and abroad had to 
come to the rescue. Help poured in, in 
the form of money and materials of all 
kinds. | am sure that Gokulam readers too 
would have contributed their mite in 
‘some form or other. 















How does an earthquake occur? The 
top portion ofthe earth, measuring about 
twenty miles in thickness is known as the 
crust. Changes in the crust like rocks 
developing cracks or volcanic activity re- 
sults in earth quakes of high or low in- 
tensity 

The shock waves are registered by an 
instrument known as seismograph 
Charles Richter was the person who frst 

‘measured the shock waves. Accord- 
ing to him an earthquake of low in- 
tensity measures 5:3 or less anda 
quake of high intensity measures 
6.3 or more, The quake in 
Gujarath measured 7.9! So you 
can easily imagine the destruc: 
tion it caused or view it on the 
TV channels. 


Scientists have mappos 
the areas of the world which 
ae prone to earthquakes and 

Northern Inga is part of 

Al types of constuction in 

these areas should take into 

account this factor. proper 

precautions are taken, loss of human 
lives as well as damage to buildings can 
‘be minimised. There must also be a con- 
tingency plan for disaster management 
and practise sessions for executing it. 
Moreover people must be educated even 
during school days on how to ac in case 
of emergencies. 

Let us hope that all these matters will 
be taken into account while rebuilding 
Gujarath. 

Feito, 
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DRAW THE 
SWAN USING 







FIND OUT THE PAIR 










"= Suman Nandi, Std. X, K.V-1, 
Kalaikunda, W.B. 





Get Ready 
SweptOfiYour Feet 
Athisayam Theame Park, 
The Only One Of ts Kind 
Part Of its Partof 


You non-Stop Fun 


Just Like The Waves 


ean of Irion Thane Pls 


Madurai-Dindigu! Road, Paraval, Madura nos 3Ne 


ORE WATER... MORE FUN. 
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